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NEWS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release

Cornerstone Housing for Women and iSisters Technology Mentoring Celebrate ‘Love for Learning’ on Valentine’s Day

New technology program will enable women at Cornerstone 
Housing for Women to learn vital skills

Ottawa, February 14, 2007 – iSisters Technology Mentoring celebrated a new partnership today with Cornerstone Shelter and Housing for Ottawa’s Homeless Women.  Through this partnership a customized computer training program has been developed to help shelter residents learn essential life and employment skills.

iSisters embarked on their journey with Cornerstone in the fall by building a computer lab and  creating and starting classes to teach Cornerstone staff about computers.  This was an important step in improving the efficiency of the shelter and training a staff member to teach the program. Currently, classes have begun with the iSisters Program Manager, Judy Puritt, teaching alongside Julie Levesque, Co-ordinator of the Transitional Housing Program for Cornerstone.  By fall, Cornerstone will lead the classes.

“This is a very exciting step for us”, said Cathy Reid, a founder and Executive Director of iSisters. “Not only have we launched a new partnership, but one that will have sustainability from within”.  

“With this program our residents will have the ability to gain skills that are essential in attaining employment in the community and truly give them the ability to become self- sufficient”, said Cornerstone Director Sue Garvey. “We are very excited to have this program and are honoured by all the funders’ commitment and support to educate and empower women in need, give them hope for financial independence, and ultimately, build stronger communities”.

“We would have not been able to launch this partnership without the support of our funders”, noted Ms. Reid. “Without support from The Frank Cowan Foundation, the Community Foundation of Ottawa, Ontario Trillium Foundation, Adobe, IBM Canada and Advanced Business Interiors, this program would not be possible and we would not be able to provide this training at no cost to our partners. We owe a great deal of thanks to our new and long-term funders who truly believe in the mission and vision of iSisters”.

Founded in 2001, iSisters Technology Mentoring is a charitable organization that connects women in need with technology through mentoring. The organization provides access to technology, develops and delivers technology mentoring programs and enhances career opportunities through technological awareness.  Current partnerships include Immigrant Women Services Ottawa, Youville Centre, and Tungasuvvingat Inuit Community Centre.  To date, iSisters has helped over 300 women.  For more information on iSisters, please visit www.isisters.org.

Cornerstone Shelter and Housing for Women provides emergency shelter and supportive housing for a diversity of women in an environment which promotes dignity and a sense of hope. Each year, Cornerstone serves about 500 women.  There are 52 beds in the shelter and they are full every night, with many women being turned away due to a shortage of space.  The Transitional Housing part of Cornerstone offers safe, permanent, affordable housing for women to live in dignity within a Transitional Healing community.   For more information on Cornerstone, please visit www.cornerstonewomen.ca
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